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4. Uiijuftly aflailant; murderous. 

Some violent hands were laid on Humphry’s life. Shakefp. 
A foe fubtile or. violent. Milton. 

5. Unfeafonably vehement. 

We might be reckoned fierce and violent, to tear away 
that, which, ir our mouths did condemn, our conferences 
would ftorm and repine thereat. t Hooker. 

T. he covetous extortioner fhould remember, that fuch vlo- 
lents fhall not take heaven, but hell by force. Decay of Piety. 

6. Extorted ; not voluntary. 

Vows made in pain, are violent and void. Milton. 

Violently, adv. [from violent.] With force; forcibly; ve¬ 
hemently. 

Temp’rately proceed to what you would 

Thus violently redrefs. _ Shake#. Cor io 1 anus. 

f lame burneth mote violently towards the Tides, than in the 

# # Bacon. 

Antient privileges muft not, without great neceffities, be 
revoked, nor forfeitures be exacted violently, nor penal laws 
urged rigoroufly. Taylors Rule of living holy. 

Vi olet. n. f. [ violette, Fr. viola , Lat.J A plant. 

It hath a polypetalous anomalous flower, fomewhat re- 
fembling the papilionaceous flower ; for its two upper petals 
reprefent the flandard, the two fide ones the wings ; but the 
lower one, which ends in a tail, refembles the iris. Out of 
the ernpalement arifes the pointal, which becomes a three-cor¬ 
nered fruit opening into three parts, and full of roundifh 
feeds. There are nine fpecies. Miller. 

When dailies pied, and violets blue. 

Do paint the meadows much bedight. Shakefp. 

Sweet echo, fweetefl nymph that liv’d unfeen, 

By flow Meander’s margent green, 

And in the wV<?/-embroider’d vale. Milton. 

It alters not our Ample idea, whether we think that blue 
be in the violet itfelf, or in our mind only ; and only the 
power of producing it by the texture of its parts, to be in 
the violet itfelf. Locke. 

VVolin, n.f. [ violon , Fr. from viol.] A fiddle; a ftringed 
inftrument of mufick. 

Praife with timbrels, organs, flutes ; 

Praife with violins , and lutes. Sandys. 

Sharp violins proclaim 
Their jealous pangs, and defperation, 

For the fair difdainful dame. Dry den. 

YPolist. n. f. [from viol.] A player on the viol. 

VIOLONCE'LLO. n. f. [Italian.] A ftringed inftrument of 
mufick. 

VI PER, n. f [ vipera, Lat.] 

1. A ferpent of that fpecies which brings its young alive, of 
which moft are poifonous. 

A viper came out of the heat, and faftened on his 
hand. Adis xxviii. 3. 

He’ll gall of afps with thirfty lips fuck in ; 

The viper’s deadly teeth fhall pierce his fkin. Sandys. 
Viper -catchers have a remedy, in which they place fuch 
great confidence, as to be no more afraid of the bite of a 
viper , than of a common puncture. This is no other than 
axungia viperina, prefently rubbed into the wound. Derhatn. 

2. Any thing mifehievous. 

Where is this viper , 

That would depopulate the city, and 
Be every man himfeif ? Shakefp. Coriolanus. 

VEperine. n. f. [ viperinus, Lat.] Belonging to a viper. 
VEperous. adj. [ vipereus, Lat. from viper.] Having the qua¬ 
lities of a viper. 

My tender years can tell, 

Civil diflention is a vip’rcus worm. 

That gnaws the bowels of the commonwealth. Shakefp, 
We are peremptory to difpatch 
This viperous traitor. Shakefp. 

Some vip’rous critick may bereave 
Th’ opinion of thy worth for fome effect. Daniel's Mufoph. 
Viper ’s buglofs. n. f. [ echium , Lat.] A plant. 

The characters are, the cup of the flower is large, and 
divided into five long flender fegments ; the flower confifts of 
one leaf, is fhaped like a funnel, and fomewhat inflected, 
having its upper part ftretched, but in a greater length than 
the lower : the upper part, or galea of the flower, is divided 
into two ; and the lower part, or beard, into three parts : in 
the middle of the flower are produced five ftamina (or 
threads) which are reflexed. Each flower is fucceeded by 
four feeds, which are in form of a viper’s head. Miller. 
Viper’s grafs. n.f [ fcorzonera , Lat.] A plant. 

It hath a femi-flofculous flower, confiding of many half 
florets, which reft upon the embryoes, which are included in 
one common ernpalement, which is fcaly : the embryoes af¬ 
terwards become oblong feeds, which are furnifhed with 
down. Mil cr . 

JTRA'GO. n. f. [Latin.] 

1. A female warriour ; a woman with the qualities of a man. 
Melpomene reprefented like a virago or manly lady, with 
a majeftick and grave countenance. Peacham. 
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To arms ! to arms ! the fierce virago cries, 


And fwift as lightening to the combat flies? 

2. .c is commonly uied in deteftation for an i mDU( j,, l ,,. 
woman. mpudent turbulent 

Vi'rflay. n. f. [• virela h vfrela!, Fr.] A fort 0 f II. I 
cient French poem, that confuted only of . e an " 
fliort verfes, with flops. 1 " 0 rhymes and 

The mournful mufe in mirth now lift ne m.fl, VAml 
As file was wont in youngth and fummer day's 
But if thou algate Juft like virclays. 

And loofer fongs of love to underfoncr. 

The band of flutes began to play, A P<*fer. 

To which a lady fung a virday: 

And fti11 ^ ev’ry dole file would repeat 
/ I he burden of the fong, the daify is fo fweet n , 

V J **T’ ad J‘ [wrens, Lat.] Green ; not faded.’ 

n tilde, yet frefh and virent, they carve out the 
of men and women. 'Braun?* V i E^ urcs 

Ut ketter — 

Suppofe him now a dean compleat. 

Devoutly lolling in his feat; 

I he filver virge , with decent pride. 

Stuck underneath his cufhion fide. « 

VIRGIN, n.f. {verge, Fr. virge, Lat.] ^ 

I* A 3 a woman unacquainted with men. 

This afped of mine hath fear’d the valiant; 

The beft regarded virgins of our clime 
Have lov’d it too. c , , r 

Senfelefs bauble ! 

Art thou a feedary for this a6I, and look’d 
So virgin -like without ? Shaie r C 

J ne clam lei was yeiy rair, and a virgin. Gen. xxiv. fo 
Angelo is an adult’rous thief, 

Aj \!| lyP u C T’ 3 violator -' Sbakefteare. 

IVluch Ids can that have any place, 

At which a virgin hides her face. Cowlr 

2. A woman not a mother. Unu’fual. * ' 

Likeft to Ceres in her prime. 

Yet virgin of Proferpina from Jove. Milton 

3. Any thing untouched or unmingled. 

1 apers of white wax, commonly called virgin wax, burn 
with lefs fmoke than common yellow wax. Boyle. 

I have found virgin earth in the peat-marfhes of 

Ch ^ lre ' , Woodward. 

Below the upper was a deep bed of fand only, which I 
weighed, together with the virgin-mould. ' Derham. 

4. The fign of the zodiack in which the fun is in Auguft. 

Thence down amain by Leo and the Virgin. & Milton. 
Vi rgin. adj. Befitting a virgin ; fuitable to a virgin; maidenly. 
Can you biame her then, being a maid, yet rofed over 
with the virgin crimfon of modefty, if fhe deny the appear¬ 
ance of a naked blind boy. ' Shake/. Hen. V. 

What fays the filver with her virgin hue ? Shake/ 
With eafe a brother o’ercaine 
The formal decencies of virgin-frame. Cowley. 

To Vi rgin. v.n. [a cant word.] To play the virgin. 

A kifs 

Long as my exile, fweet as my revenge ! 

I carried from thee, my dear ; and my true lip 
Hath virgin d it e’er fince. Shakefpeare’s Coriolanus. 

VErginal. adj. [from virgin.] Maiden; maidenly; per¬ 
taining to a virgin. 

• On the earth more fair was never feen, 

Of chaftity and honour virginal. Fairy fjhieen* 

Tears virginal 

Shall be to me even as the dew to fire ; 

And beauty, that the tyrant oft reclaims. 

Shall to my flaming wrath be oil and flax. Shake/p. 

Purity is a fpecial part of this fuperftrudlure, reftraining 
of all defires of the flefh within the known limits of conju¬ 
gal or virginal chaftity. Hammond’s Fundamentals. 

To VErginal. v. n. To pat; to ftrike as on the virginal. 

A cant word. 

Still virginalling upon thy palm. Shakefp. 

VErginal. n. f [more ufually virginals.] A rnuflcal inftru- 
ment fo called, becaufe commonly ufed by young ladies. 

The mufician hath produced two means of ftraining filings. 
The one is flopping them with the finger, as in the necks of 

lutes and viols ; the other is the fhortnefs of the firing, as in 

harps and virginals. Bacon. 

VirgEnity. n.f. [virginitas, Lat.] Maidenhead ; unacquain¬ 
tance with man. 

You do impeach your modefty too much, 

To truft the opportunity of night. 

And the ill counfel of a defart place. 

With the rich worth of your virginity. Sbakejp. 

Natural virginity of itfelf is not a ftate more acceptable to 
God ; but that which is chofen in order to the conveniences 
of religion, and feparation from worldly incumbrances. Taylor. 
VFRILE. n.f [virilis, Lat.] Belonging to man; not puerile; 
not feminine. 

VirElitv. 
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V ri'lity. n.f [■ virilite, Fr. virilitas, Lat. from Virile.] 

Manhood ; character of man. . , c 

l ' The lady made generous advances to the borders of 
1 J Rambler , 


virility. 

2< power of procreation. 


The great dimaacrical was pad, before they begat chil¬ 
dren orrave any teftimony of. their virility ; for none begat 
children before the age of fixty-fiye. Brown. 

ViRmElioN. n.f Properl v verm,lion. A red colour. 
yEgle, the faireft Nais of the flood. 

With a vermilion dye his temples {lain d. Rofcommon. 

V/rtual. adj . [virtue!, Fr. from virtue.] Having the effi¬ 
cacy without the fenfible or material part. 

4 Metalline waters have virtual cold in them. Put there¬ 
fore wood into fmith’s water, and try whether it will not 
harden Bacon. 

' Heat and cold have a virtual tranfition, without commu¬ 
nication of fubftance. Bacon. 

Love not the heav’nly fplrits ? And how their love 
Exprefs they ? by looks only ? or, do they mix 
Irradiance ? vrtual, or immediate touch ? Milton. 

Every kind that lives. 

Fomented by his virtual pow’r, and warm’d. Milton. 

Neither an adlual or virtual intention of the mind, but only 
that which may be gathered from the outward ads. Stillingfleet * 
VirtuaYity. n.f. [from virtual.] Efficacy. 

In one grain of corn there lieth dormant a virtuality of 
many other, and from thence fometimes proceed an hundred 
earSt Brown’s Vulgar Errours. 

Virtually, adv. [from virtual.] In effed, though notformally. 
They are virtually contained in other words ftill con- 
t j nuec ]. Hammond’s Fundamentals. 

Such is our conftitution, that the bulk of the people vir¬ 
tually give their approbation to every thing they are bound to 
obey. Addifon. 

To VErtuate. v. a. [from virtue.] To make efficacious. 
Potable gold fhould be endued with a capacity of being 
aflimilated to the innate heat, and radical moifture ; or at 
leaf! virtuated with a power of generating the faid eflen- 
tials. Harvey. 

VFRTUE. n.f. [virtus, Lat.] 

1. Moral goodnefs. 

Either I’m miftaken, or there is virtue in that Falftaft. Shakcf 
If there’s a power above us, 

And that there is, all nature cries aloud 
Through all her works, he muft delight in virtue, 

And that which he delights in muft be happy. Addifon. 

Virtue only makes our blifs below. Pope. 

The charader of prince Henry is improved by Shakefpear ; 
and through the veil of his vices and irregularities, we fee a 
dawn of greatnefs and virtue. Shakefp. illujlrated. 

2 . A particular moral excellence. 

In Belmont is a lady. 

And fhe is fair, and, fairer than that word, 

Of wond’rous virtues. Shakejp. Merchant of Venice. 

Remember all his virtues. 

And fliew mankind that goodnefs is your care. Addifon. 

3. Medicinal quality. 

All bleft fecret?, 

All you Unpublifh’d virtues of the earth, 

Be aidant and remediate. Shakefp. K. Lear. 

The virtuous bezoar is taken from the beaft that feedeth 
upon the mountains ; and that without virtue from thole that 
feed in the vallies. Bacon. 

4> Medicinal efficacy. 

An eflay writer muft pradife the chymical method, and 
give the virtue of a full draught in a few drops. Addifon. 
5. Efficacy ; power. 

If neither words, nor herbs will do, I’ll try ftones ; for 
there’s a virtue in them. L’Ejirange. 

Where there is a full purpofe to pleafe God, there, what 
a man can do, fhall, by virtue thereof, be accepted. South. 

They are not fure, by virtue of fyllogifm, that the con- 
clufion certainly follows from the premifes. Locke. 

This they fhall attain, partly in virtue of the promife made 
by God ; and partly in virtue of piety. Atterbury. 

He ufed to travel through Greece, by virtue of this fable, 
v/hich procured him reception in all the towns. Addifon. 
o- A ding power. 

Jefus knowing that virtue had gone out of him, turned 
him about. Mark v. 30. 

7* Secret agency ; efficacy, without vifiblc or material adion. 

^ She moves the body, which fhe doth poflefs ; 

^ et no part toucheth, but by virtue’s touch. Davies. 
S. Bravery ; valour. 

I luft to thy Angle virtue ; for thy foldiers 
Book their difeharge. Shakefp. K. Lear . 

I he conqueft of Paleftine, with Angular virtue they per¬ 
formed, and held that kingdom fome few generations. Raleigh . 
9 - Excellence; that which gives excellence. 

In the Greek poets, as alfo in Plautus, the oeconomy of 
poems is better obferved than in Terence; who thought the 


Addifn. 


Shakefpedre. 
Shakefpeare . 

Milton. 


Milton. 
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foie grace and virtue of their fable, the fticxing m ol ien-* 
tences, as ours do the forcing in of jefts. Johnfon. 

jo. One of the orders of the celeftial hierarchy. 

Thrones, domination, princedoms, virtues, pow’rs. Milt. 

A winged virtue through th’ etherial fky. 

From orb to orb unwearied doft thou fly. 

VErtueless. adj. [from virtue.] 

1. Wanting virtue; deprived of virtue. 

2. Not having efficacy ; without operating qualities. 

All fecond caufes, together with nature herfeif, without 
that operative faculty which God gave them, would become 
altogether filent, virtuelefs, and dead. Raleigh. 

° Virtuelefs fhe wifht all herbs and charms. 

Wherewith falfe men increafe their patients harms. Fairfax , 

Some would make thofegloriouscreatures'ivV/.W^/}. Hakewill. 

VIRTU O'SO. n.f. [Italian.] A man (killed in antique or na¬ 
tural curiofities; a man ftudious of painting, ftatuary, or 
architecture. 

Methinks thofe generous virtuofi dwell in a higher region 
than other mortals. Glanviile. 

Virtuofi, the Italians call a man who loves the noble arts, 
and is a critick in them. And amongft our French painters, 
the word vertueux is underftood in the fame fignification. Dryd. 

This building was beheld with admiration by the virpuoji 
of that time. Tatler, N°. 52. 

Showers of rain are now met with in every water-work ; 
and the vii tuofi’s of France covered a little vault with arti¬ 
ficial fnow. 

VFRTUOU 3 . adj. [from virtue.] 

1. Morally good. . 

If his occafion were not virtuous, 

I fhould not urge it half fo faithfully. 

Virtuous and holy, be thou conqueror. 

What flie wills to do or fay. 

Is wifeft, virtuoufejl, difereeteft, beft. 

Favour’d of heav’n, who finds 
One virtuous rarely found 
That in domeftick good combines: 

Happy that houfe ! his way to peace is fmooth. 

2. [Applied to women.] Chafte. 

Miftrefs Ford, the modeft wife, the virtuous creature, that 
hath the jealous fool to her hufband ! Shakefp. 

3. Done in confequence of moral goodnefs. 

Nor love is always of a vicious kind. 

But oft to virtuous ads inflames the mind. Dry den. 

4. Efficacious ; powerful. 

With one virtuous touch, th’ arch-chemic fun. 

Produces, with terreftrial humour mix’d. 

Here in the dark, fo many precious things. 

5. Having wonderful or eminent properties. 

Out of his .hand, 

That virtuous fteel he rudely fnatch’d away. 

Lifting up his virtuous ftaff on high, 

He fmote the lea, which calmed was with (peed. Spenfir. 

Pie own’d that virtuous ring and glafs. Milton . 

6. flaving medicinal qualities. 

Some obferve that there is a virtuous bezoar, and another 
without virtue ; the virtuous is taken from the beaft that 
feedeth where there are theriacal herbs; and that without 
virtue, from thofe that feed where no fuch herbs are. Bacon. 

'Fhe ladies fought around 

For virtuous herbs, which, gather’d from the ground, 
They fquezz’d the juice ; and cooling ointment made. Dryd. 

VErtuously. ado. [from virtuous.] In a virtuous manner; 
according to the rules of virtue. 

The Gods are my witneftes, I defire to do virtuoujly. Sidney. 
In lum, they taught the world no lefs virtuoujly how to 
die, than they had done before how to live. Hooker . 

1 hey that mean virtuoujly, and yet do fo, 

The devil their virtue tempts not, they tempt heav’n. Shak. 

Not from grey hairs authority doth flow, 

Nor from bald heads, nor from a wrinkled brow ; 

But our paft life, when virtuoujly fpent, 

Muft to our age thofe happy fruits prefent. Denham. 

The coffeeman ha3 a little daughter four years old, who 
has been virtuoujly educated. Addifon . 

VErtuousness. n.f. [from virtuous .] The ftate or character 
of being virtuous. 

Many other adventures are intermeddled ; as the love of 
Britomert, and virtuoufnefs of Belphsebe; and the lafciviouf- 
nefs of Helenora. Spenfer. 

VErulence. 7 n.f [from virulent.] Mental poifon ; malig- 

Vi'rulency. ) nity ; acrimony of temper; bitternefs. 

Difputes in religion are managed with virulency and bitter- 

ne ^ s ‘ _ _ Decay of Piety. 

It inftils into their minds the utmoft virulence, inftead of 
that charity which is the perfedtion and ornament of reli- 

g‘ lon - . Addifon. 

The whigs might eafily have maintained a majority among 
the clergy, if they had not too much encouraged this in¬ 
temperance of fpeech, and virulence of pen, in the moft pro- 
ftitute of their party. ' Swift. 

29 G VErulent. 


Milton, 


' ueen. 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































